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AR STAVE DANCES ¢y  \oF Tssue o

b A Stav ' ie particularly a symbol of the various Friendly Socie ;
it _hndla ahnual Club walk with bennors ami band,Thare wereya num‘bg:“agf‘m‘o

1. Vomon'a Bocilctien - at .loant one ptill exlsts at Nether Stowoy which meot:

-y .6 fho Romse and Crovn Inn and vhono fcast is the last Friday before

! Midéumnor Day.A mon's club still oxists at Priddy,the Victoria Iiin,with

f,. 148'fcéaot on Whit Monday.Several clubs still existed and had thelr /'

+ 'onnual walk in the 1930's, for example Crowkerne and Timberscombe and at

“,'. some places,such as Warminster,several ¢lubs would combine for the dey.

*! - Tho Staven only appecared on Teast Day.The "eclub stick" varied Prom &4 to
;' 8 £t long end was stained or paintod either in a single colour or striped.
2 At Iflmorsdon the 4 £t stave was paintod bluo with red and white spiral

.« "strines,decorated with red,vhite and bluo tassel and ridbons honging below
% the polchead.In and around Somersotshire the poleheads were often brass

ks, ctiblome,Vooden stave heads were very common,they have just not survived -

: ' to bo collected. AL Wookoy,where they mot at tim Ring O'Bolls Inn,tho

%" woodon Imob was painted red and mounted on a blue pole 6'4" lona.At .
..* " Donyatt by Ilminotor the 4'4" stavo bad a gilt hond with blue tassel and .
~. ' rihbon & yard lonfl.Prass hcads were used at Combe Hay,Corston, Dunkorton,
v ",:_Koln{:on,Larkhall,Timsbury,Tunlo;y and Wellow near Bath,A wido variety of

" ' chapes were used — some can be secn in the Blaise Castle Folk® Museun and
#. .. one from Soundvwell,Gloucs,in the I'olburne It'luseumJ Bath : L

R

ti",.The usual colour for hat ribbons was blue.Combe. Hay had a cockade of Y
'+ . purple ond pink ribbons on the hat.Top hats were common snd the ribbon i
*+ would be round the top of the erown with the xrosette pinned to the side
V.. wiith its tails flowing down below the brim.Sasheos would be worn over the

-

&

iY right shoulder,often 3" wide,crossed at the waist and pinned with a

i rosctte, . . ‘
' Tho Sceietlecs usually had banners or flags,Farly on these were voery often -
. locally mndo and examples of folk art but later they were usually a

;' "plain onsign with the Union Jack in the first quarter and the name of the
5. .. Socioty acroas the lower half, .
4. .Intoresting accounts exist in William Barnes "Poems of Rural Life in -
»*-'Dorpot Dialcet" — 'Whitsuntide an' Club Walken' ~ and Harvey "Club Day,

%' holng & doscription of a Kilmersdon '01d Club' Annual Parade™ pub.1927. -
- ilMany Bociotics ended the dasy with a dsnce and some included danecing in ’
. itho setivities during the Club Walk,Raymond in "English Country Life} & .
¢ -19384,mentions the dancing of Munt the Sguirrel and Four Hand Reels,A% i

) ;‘i'Pqulton step dancing is mentioned in a local history.

R

' .Where formal dancing was done it was derived directly from contemporary
-soclal,that 10 country dance.To produce effective display dances soma .
;, '+ emalgamation is necessary of the available material and the folloving is
7 'a rationallsation similar to that adopted by the Shropshire Bodlams with
.' ' the Pordor Dance material.It is then impossible to ascribe the deances

. to a particular place but to the general dlptrict where Somorsot,lorset
cond Vilts moet around Zesals,although to say that restrictd it to foo

T 'smal T 6n area.

' 'Sot 3 normally for 8 in two lines.
Iolo § usuolly hornpipes played secdately, Vo . |
vop 3§ hoinplpo 123hop - not a morris step but a travelling step with foot -
- brought up behind the other on the second beat,
Stave carricd over right shoulder —~ top of stave can be decorated with a

0
e .

i . gorland of flowers. <
! +! Btylo 3 oteady -~ phrase the movements to just £ill the musie so as to

avoid pauses with marking time:it must flow along, .
v+ Usual to pass left shoulders to avoid staves and their decoration coming ' -
" ; into contact. T

4 SBtart with left foot.
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N.B. Tunes [or Samener Hores

o PP
) . MNdrhmms
5 '* AT '-', - — Stave Dances 2 )
co* O FIGURES - _ S
} ONCE 1o SELT : Face in in the two lines, S - o

(,ID."wS OVER"2 as in Speed the rlough - pass opposite by left shouldoru, : '
cronsinr- anﬂ papsing opposite's place,turning to right to face back ed
_"'.- vnneat to place.pausing loft shoulders again and turning right into plncc
.-AFCHES. : odd and even pairs face altornately down and up,The pairs chan\,o ;
-.’ plucca and return along the so% - the palr going down the sob pasping, .
" on the outside and using their staves to make an arch while that coning '
f up ths ‘contro koep their staves sloped over thelr shouldera mad do not -
: * duck, The movement is done twice through,

JmTO LIND ¢ as in Singlo Change Sides - into line along the centre of tho
" '{ Bet ahoulder to shouldor but in pairs not a8 in a morris half-gyp

GNdE Y ammna SN

. RS T
= Initml ‘path, Making Arches., In the repeat, e e
The pairg from each side make and keep an arch with their stoves through
tho helf of the figure in the repeat to the other side different archoa
'are made.The single persons at the ends keep their staves at the slopo.
“LEAD DOV : odd and cven paira race alternately down and up the set ngain.
','In the first half the odd pairs g0 down the middle,shoulder o shoulder.
‘-.‘_jwith their opposite,and retire backwards to place,staves remaining on B

f‘pairs £0 up.the middle and rotire to their places The inactive pairs :ln
- cach half rcma.in stationary and do not mark time.

..returning to place The even palrs follow the odds but first move up thé' -
Bet towards the odds places,lotting them pass left shoulders dom the
1 outside,

: There are two
ways of doing
the figure,
the odd pair
passing right

; or left shoulders o ?,

" first,lhe L=y il Y4
first way is @ @ /’l
more of a P P lo
scramble,
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hall Stave Dances 3 (8)

T~

4

« DISTINCTIVE FIGURES
. The following three movements are the distinctive or chorus movement
for each dance,used to follow each Common Fipgure,lhe dance ends with
a chorus and the dancers stop at attention,in place,facing across the
sot, ntave sloped over right shoulder,
DANCE ONE .
.. All face to left,up and down the set,dance two travelling steps along
W the line of the set and turn out to face back.dance two travelling
ateps back to place along the line of the set, turning to face opposite.
Turn opposite once round with a left hand elbow grip and return to owm
place. AT
DANCE TWO :
A1l foce down the set,udd pairs dance one travelling step to bring theém
between the even palr,who mark time,to form a line of four across the
* oot all facing down.Then all move down the set one travelling step,Turn
+ on the next two bara so that the odd pair in the middle face out and
the even pair on the outside face in,ready for a half reel of four
ecross the set,passing left shoulders first,tsking four travelling steps,
Y% . ALl face up and move up the set two travelling steps,turn to face out
. and in as before and second half of reel of four across ths set ending
" in original places, ||,Ygg,.
", DANCE THRER :
In fouraseircle clockwise half way round to opposite diagonal's place,
;'-:‘ turning into the movement the easy way.All cross back to places along
"™ the diamgonals,all passing left shoulders in the middle as close
l .,togethor as possible simultaneously,turning to left in plaee inte ;
a clrcle anticlockwise to opposite diagonsals place and eross back along
the diegonals and again passing left shoulders and turning the easy
. way in ones own place to face front.rarticularly important not to have
. any psuses In this movement so must be phrased very carefully,
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... - PCHRISTCHURCH FIFCTION"

-
¥,

', Set 3 Iongways for 3 or more multiples of 4.
- Tmplement : decorated staves or boughs,

",'.;;, - Btop : travelling "hop-one-and-two"

“’ -Donce . 1 shart facing up.

,‘ ‘Al firat pairs cast off,go down outside of set one place,turn in and

' come up middle to place turning to facs in,Second pair also cast out
) . but immediately come up the middle.turn out amd go down outside while
’ - . first palrs come up middle and end facing in in place,

“oC 3
DA
"IZ’:E",' G 4@ "‘Q

"'"A2 Tirst palrs cross over,passing left shoulders,and go dovm outside of
opposite side of set,turmn in and come up middle changing sides and

. - cost out from own place in sacond pairs place.Second pairs also cross

* over,a little behind 50 in echelon,go up the niddle,turn out and

) down the outisde,turn in and up the middle changing sides to end

e in first pairs place,

j

© Bl All turn to left and go to left,turn out ami return to place and
go back-~to~back with opposite passing right shoulders first,
" B2 All turn to right an? go to right,turn out and return to place asnd
go back-to-back with opnosite passing left shoulders first ending

facing up.

g
A Xy

[ v
o

In repeats where there are neutral pairs,they may remain stationary in
=" A1/2 or Join in the cast and the cross over in a simplified way,but they
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" . DFCORATED STAVES UR BOUGHS o "SPLITHEAD FLEET" @69 &

"“,‘_LSet ¢ 6 in usual column

B
.
3

g

w

Implement - decorated stave or bough over right shoulder throughout,

" Btep 1 Travelling - "hop~one~and-two",

~ Hop on last beat of bar,step forward nn first beat,bring other foot
up behind on second beat,step forward again on third and hop.

Stationary - "closed-side-step", .

Starting in first position with feet turned out,bring a foot in
front of other still turned out in Bame direction,step on rear foot,
step on forward foot,hop on forward foot while 5liding 1t back to
the rear position,

v & £ g

The body does not turn during the step.
. Dance 3 :

Al First pair cast off into Second place, second pair moving up to first's
place,First Pair croes over to opposite side,passing left shoulders
and turn to face up.

First pair cast off sgain from Second place into Third place,third
pralr moving up into saecond's place.¥irst pair left hand tum to own

side and &ll face down.
A2 Starting from all facing dom,the first pair etc repeat to original

. Place,ending vith all facing in.

Bl rirst pair go down the middle,while the second pair again move up
into first's place,cast round the third pair into the second place, -
lead through the second pair at the top am cast off back to second
place.Croos,passing right shoulders ana end back-to-back along the
diagonal facing first corners. i .

A3 "Foot contrary corner" - balance steps with hops and turn opposite !
once round with the left,end facing other comer,

A Repeat with other corner,end all facing out. . |
B2 Lines move out,turn to left to face front,approach and left turn

with opposite one complete turn and end all facing dovn or up as
required by next movement,

During Al-Bl the ln-active dancers step on the spot as deseribed above,

: ‘facing up during Al,turning to face dovm in bar 8,facing down during 42, ’ ‘

""‘t:urning to face front in bar 8,and facing front in Bl yturning to face - -

;. across the sot diagonals in bar 8,

4y

The first repeat is lead by the third pair from the bottom and all atarting'f
‘by facing dovm,The second repeat 1s lead by the original second pair from X

. the top.The final B2 swing can be a half hey to original or starting placem‘

L

4 28 5 D3 (2 B3 g : I
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STAVE DANCE OR COUNTRY DANCE
Collected Seend, Wiltshire by Maud Karpeles 1929.

“BRICKS AXD MORTAR" & version of Up the Sides and Down the Middle, (;QL Foma P
Used as a finishing dance for the annual club walk, h

Longways for as many as will,
Al & 2 First counle followed by rest go down the middle and cast up ‘the outalde,
B1l All step in position facing martner,
B2 All cross over giving hands in mmssing, turn to face back & step on spot,
Al& 2 Down middle and cast up outslide as before,
Bl&2 As before,.

Repeat ad 1ib.

"WEDDING REEL" a version-of 6§ hand reel danced at Buckhorn-Weston

Tune - Spanish Lady - after Katherine of Aragon, first wife of Prince Arthur and
Prince Henry (VIII) who changed the world and probtably helped bring the country
dance and the morris to England,

Al tars 1-4 set steps on spot to opposite

58 change sides by middle going betwesn the ends &k't'urning to their left
into oppssite's place facing tack, and ends change over massing right
shoulder, so that it looks 1ike half a hey. ‘

A2 ditte to place.

A v

. ~ :
Bl Dance a figurs .eight in close pairs, Follow rartner and do not let othar dances

cut between. Important that no.3 dives across quickly so as to let 5 & 6 cross
going up as 1 is wa.itins to coms down,

path

n

" B2 Turn and repeat golng the other way round the figure elght - - & crosses middle ﬁrst
and then 2 and 1,

Repeat all about 3 times.

Dance quite effective with garlands,
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